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Introduction
The Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit was created by House Bill 93 (HB93) during the 2025 legislative 
session and updated with House Bill 934 (HB934) during the 2026 legislative session. The statute created by 
HB93 and updated by HB934 is Idaho Code 63-3029N. The law created a tax credit that parents applied for. 
The credit could come in one of two ways; if the parent was at or below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL), they could request the credit be advanced to them. All others received the credit when they filed their 
2025 income tax return in 2026. This report, where possible, divides the data between advance payment and 
tax credit. 
The law required the Idaho State Tax Commission to begin administering the program on January 15, 
2025, and to begin reporting to the Legislature and Governor on the program annually starting in 2027. 
The Governor and the Tax Commission are dedicated to transparency whenever public money is spent. 
To support this effort, this report provides comprehensive program information while maintaining the 
confidentiality of taxpayer information.

Funding
The program has a maximum annual benefit of $50,000,000, less administrative costs as created in the Tax 
Commission’s budget during the 2025 legislative session. Administrative costs for the 2026 program were 
limited to $674,900 in the agency budget, as reflected in Senate Bill 1219. $49,325,100 was then available for 
distribution through the Idaho Refund Fund.

The Applications
The program was set up to allow a single point of entry for applications. This was the Tax Commission’s 
online portal known as the Taxpayer Access Point (TAP). To the applicant it was a single application process. 
In the background it was one application for the parent, separate applications for each student, and a final 
section for attestation and submission of the application. That allowed the Tax Commission, based on 
program requirements, to make eligibility decisions on parents and individual students, with a total of 6,875 
parent awards for 12,238 students.

The Data
The parent and student data in this report is as of November 6, 2026.
The parent and student data might be limited by how many parents have filed tax year 2025 returns. Idaho 
filers with a valid extension have until October 15 to submit their returns. Once submitted, these can take up 
to 60 days to fully process. In some instances, parents filed their returns before their application approval. 
These parents have been notified of their approval and the need to amend their return if they want to claim 
their approved credit.
The parent data currently represents both awards of the tax credit and the advance payment. The Tax 
Commission has distributed all the advance payments. At the end of the parent data is some data based on 
those parents who’ve been awarded the credit and filed their 2025 return claiming their approved credit. This 
information will change daily as the Tax Commission processes returns. Final numbers will be available when 
we complete return processing for 2025, likely in late December. Student data also reflects awarded amounts 
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and, for those students whose parents have filed tax year 2025 returns, claimed amounts as well. This is also 
where the data is captured for current school, award type, disability claimed, and the three following question 
responses:
  1.	 Are you homeschooling or planning to homeschool? If yes, is it parent-led?
  2.	 Was your student ever enrolled in an Idaho public school?
  3.	 Was the student enrolled in public school for the full year in 2025?

The responses to the three questions are reported directly from the parent/student application.
Additional information includes a status of awarded, denied, or waitlisted applications. A few advance 
payments were returned. These are also reflected here.
Please note that the receipts section doesn’t directly match any of the other data points. This happens 
because parents who received advance payments can submit their receipts early, but they don’t have to 
submit them until June 2027.
The term median in the data means the middle value of the set of numbers when sorted from lowest to 
highest. It’s the value that divides the data in half.

Note

The application used free-form fields to collect the school data, including school name and address 
information. Misspellings, transpositions, and variations in school name (e.g. saint tom’s school or st tom’s 
school or st. tom’s school) made it challenging to report on. Going forward, the Tax Commission will normalize 
data for reporting. This might lead to a few errors, but it’s easier to navigate and substantially correct for 
reporting.

Application and Tax Return Privacy
The Tax Commission is prohibited by law from disclosing tax returns or return information about a taxpayer 
to any person other than the taxpayer without express written permission. Parental Choice application data 
falls under this law. However, the Tax Commission is dedicated to reporting as much information as possible 
without compromising taxpayer confidentiality. What that means is we’ve aggregated and shared the data by 
county, city, ZIP code, school, and legislative district. For all aggregated data, if the result was less than three 
records, we combined it with other data to prevent unlawful disclosure.
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Parent Data
Parent applications

•	 8,287 Parental Choice Tax Credit applications started.

	○ 1,232 applications not completed or submitted.

•	 These applicants were notified they needed to complete and submit the application if they  
wanted to be considered for the award.

	○ 7,056 applications submitted for review.

•	 6,875 parents awarded at least one award.

	○ 5,529 parents received the tax credit(s) only ($37.3M).

•	 42 of these had at least one student denied and also received a tax credit.

	○ 1,254 parents received an advance payment(s) only ($10.8M).

•	 21 of these had at least one student denied and also received an advance 
payment.

	○ 92 parents received both a tax credit and advance payment.

•	 $470K tax credit.

•	 $727K advance payment.

•	 To receive both, the family must have multiple approved students.

•	 No student can receive both an advance payment and tax credit in the same 
year.

•	 90 parent applications were denied entirely.

•	 77 parent applications are approved but on the waitlist.

	○ 34 of these are from Ada County, 13 each from Canyon County and Kootenai 
County, and 5 from Latah County. No other county had more than 3.

•	 14 parents returned the advance payment award (forfeited).

	○ This money was put back in the pool and distributed to the next eligible applicants.

	○ 4 of these were from Ada County and 3 were from Canyon County. No other county 
had more than 1.

Parent awards and the Federal Poverty Level
•	 6,875 parents awarded.

	○ 3,075 were at or below the 300% federal poverty level (FPL) on their 2024 return (44.7%).

	○ 3,800 were above 300% of the FPL on their 2024 return (55.3%).
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Parent awards that filed 2025 tax returns
•	 6,717 of those awarded (6,875) have filed their 2025 tax return.

	○ The average household size is 4.

	○ The average adjusted gross income is $178K.

	○ 2,992 were at or below the 300% FPL on their 2024 return.

•	 On their 2025 tax return:

	○ Their average household size is 5.

	○ The average adjusted gross income is $66K.

	○ 2,622 remained at or below 300% FPL.

	○ 370 were over 300% FPL. 

•	 The average adjusted gross income is $139K.

•	 The average household size is 4.

•	 The median amount these parents were over the FPL is $16K.

Parent awards that filed a 2025 return and didn’t take their credit
•	 430 parents have filed their 2025 return and didn’t take an approved credit.

	○ The approved amount is $2.1M.

	○ 8 received advance payments as well.

•	 We’re reaching out to all these parents to confirm their intentions.

Qualified expense categories claimed to date

Qualified Expense Amount Percent
Tuition $ 36,296,925.37 93.5%
Curricula $ 1,069,111.56 2.8%

Tutoring $ 599,822.62 1.5%

Transportation $ 543,706.42 1.4%

Textbooks $ 246,403.35 0.6%

Prep courses $ 24,549.97 0.1%

College placement $ 10,900.62 0.0%

Nationally standardized assessments $ 6,768.21 0.0%

Advanced placement exams $ 1,826.00 0.0%

Industry recognized certification exams $ 486.75 0.0%

Total $ 38,800,500.87 100.0%
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Student Data
Student applications

•	 12,562 student applications.

	○ 12,238 students awarded. 

•	 12,216 final awarded.

	○ 600 claimed disabled.

•	 22 returned the award.

	○ 187 denied.

•	 17 claimed disabled.

	○ 137 waitlisted.

•	 4 claimed disabled.

Final awards ($49,325,100)
•	 12,216 final awards.

	○ 2,488 students – advance payments $11,574,918 (23.5%).

•	 The average advance payment is $4,652.

•	 The median advance payment is $5,000.

•	 The average number of students per parent application is 1.8.

•	 673 or 27% of applications had only 1 student.

•	 For the top 10 parent applications with the most students, the student application average 
is 6.3.

	○ 9,728 students – tax credit $37,750,182 (76.5%).

•	 The average tax credit approved is $3,880.

•	 The median tax credit approved is $5,000.

•	 The average number of students per parent application is 1.7.

•	 2,840 or 29% of applications had only 1 student.

•	 For the top 10 parent applications with the most students, the student application average 
is 7.4.

Claimed awards
•	 11,359 students have claimed their advance payment or tax credit.

	○ 2,488 students received advance payments ($11.6M).

•	 The average advance payment is $4,652.

•	 All advance payments have been distributed.
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	○ 8,871 students received their tax credit ($34.7M).

•	 The average tax credit claimed is $3,909.

•	 857 students are approved pending the filing of their parent’s 2025 tax return ($3.0M).

Student with a declared disability
•	 600 students with a disability were awarded either a tax credit or advance payment ($3.5M).

	○ 218 were awarded an advance payment ($1.5M).

•	 The average advance payment was $6,857.

	○ 382 were awarded a tax credit ($2.0M).

•	 The average tax credit was $5,154.

•	 17 were denied.

•	 4 are on the waitlist.

The student application questions (12,216 students)
The three questions below were required to be answered before submission. The data was submitted by the 
applicant and is presumed to be correct at the time of application.  

•	 To the question “Are you homeschooling or planning to homeschool?”

	○ 9,863 (80.7%) answered no.

	○ 2,353 (19.3%) answered yes.

•	 1,179 or 50.1% of the 2,353 answered yes to “Is it parent-led?”

•	 To the question “Was the student ever enrolled in public school?”

	○ 3,092 (25.3%) answered yes.

•	 2,222 or 71.9% of the 3,092 answered no to the homeschool question.

•	 870 or 28.1% of the 3,092 answered yes to the homeschool question.

•	 To the question “Was the student enrolled in public school for the full year in 2025?”

	○ 520 (4.3%) answered yes.

•	 321 or 61.7% of the 520 answered no to the homeschool question.

•	 199 or 38.3% of the 520 answered yes to the homeschool question.

•	 7,641 or 62.5% of the 12,216 awarded students answered no to all three questions.

Additional Data - Demographics
The following charts show the application data by various categories, including county, ZIP code, city, 
legislative district, and schools where parents used the award. County, ZIP code, city, and legislative 
district charts are taken from the 6,875 applications with an approved tax credit or advance payment.
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Top 30 counties ranked by the number of parent applications. This reflects 99% of the 6,875 applications that 
were awarded.

Data for Teton County advance payments fell below the 3-record requirement for confidentiality and was 
excluded.
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Top 45 ZIP codes ranked by the number of parent applications. This reflects 87.1% of the 6,875 applications 
that were awarded.
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Top 50 cities ranked by the number of parent applications. This reflects 93% of the 6,875 applications that 
were awarded.
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Legislative districts for parent applications ranked by the number of applications.

The 5 “Not Idaho” are in review. They will be valid if, for example, they are members of the Armed Forces with 
Idaho as their home of record.
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Legislative districts for parent applications sorted by legislative district.

The 5 “Not Idaho” are in review. They will be valid if, for example, they are members of the Armed Forces with Idaho 
as their home of record.
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Awards and schools - Where parents used their awards. Ranked by award count.


