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The ‘START’ panels, 
opens when you 
first open the 
spreadsheet, or 
‘CLICK’ the button 
on the data tab. 
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The panel changes 
depending on the ‘radio’ 
button selected.  Here we 
have selected the ‘Standard 
‘Curve Fit’ button. 

You fill in the field to 
the right of the radio 
button with some 
sort of description, 
then enter the 
number of data 
points you will be 
using. 

Click the ‘Press for Data Entry Button’ if you 
want to use the data entry panel or if your 
data is in a different spreadsheet, click the 
box above the ‘Press for Data Entry Button’, 
and then click the ‘Press for Data Entry 
Button’.  The program reserves space for 



2006 Curve Fit – The “what does this mean” outline. 

Revised: 3/12/2009     3 of 14 

 

The “X” axis is typically, the 
‘WHAT’ is being studied.  For 
example: acres, land square 
foot, living area, etc. 

The “Y” axis is 
typically the “HOW 
MUCH”.  This is 
typically sale price, or 
value. 

“Y” Axis = ($ 
or Value) – 
The ‘VALUE 

AXIS’ 

The “X” axis = Units 
(SQFT, acres, years 
old, etc.) The 
‘CATEGORY AXIS’ 
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$$  
 

The program 
counts the 
number of 
entries made. 
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When you have 
entered the number 
of data points, you 
stated on the first 
panel, the program 
would present you 
with this panel.  To 
continue, press the 
‘Press to Model the 

data’ button 
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The program then does some 
gymnastics and finally 
presents you with this panel.  
While the ‘behind the scenes’ 
is complicated, this panel 
takes the ‘pain’ away.   
 
This panel shows you the 
results of three different 
styles of data analysis; The 
Reciprocal, the Log and the 
Linear. 
Basically ‘Linear’ data can be 
identified simply as ‘for every 
change in “X”, there is a 
corresponding change in “Y”. 
 
The reciprocal and log are 
methods used to turn non-
linear data into a linear 
relationship. 

Press the ‘View / 
Edit Model’ button of 
the method you 
would like to view. 
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Once you have chosen 
the ‘model’, you would 
like to see, press the 
“View Results and 
Chart’ button. 



2006 Curve Fit – The “what does this mean” outline. 

Revised: 3/12/2009     8 of 14 

 
 

This is the part 
of the 
spreadsheet 
you will see 
after you press 
the ‘View 
Results and 
Chart’ button. 

Some of 
the 
statistical 
measures 

The ‘ACTUAL’ and the 
‘PREDICTED’ values are 
shown.  The ‘Predicted’ 
is the results on the 
model you selected; the 
actual equation used is 
shown just below the 
chart. 

Press this 
to return to 
the model 
selection 
panel. 

The chart may need to be resized (it 
defaults to a much larger size).  To change 
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Once you ‘find’ a model 
you like, press the ‘Apply 
this Model’ button.  The 
program code is set to 
‘grey-out’ those features 
not available.   
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You may want to edit the values showing for the starting point and ending point.  For example, a depreciation table that 
has data starting at 3 years old and ending at 78 years old would most likely need to be changed to read starting at age 1 
and ending at age 101.  By making changes to the starting point and ending point, you will get the schedule you can use. 

This is ‘new’!  The 
program now fills in 
the Beginning and 
Ending sizes.  The 
information used here 
is taken directly from 
the data set you 
entered on the ‘DATA’ 
sheet.  The model 
works well within the 
lower and upper data 
points, but has 
trouble below or 
above those points.  
For example, 
attempting to obtain 
a value estimate for 
10 acres might be 
difficult (all of the 
data here is less than 
6 acres). 

This is the ‘step’ 
between data points. 

This sets the ‘value rounding’.  
You could use 100, which 
instructs the computer to round to 
the nearest $100 
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Here, the panel has 
been filled in.  Based 
on the information in 
the panel, it instructs 
the program to build 
a schedule starting at 
1.25 acres, ending at 
5 acres, increment by 
0.1 acres and value 
round to the nearest 
$100. 
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The program 
gives you 
another chance 
to change your 
mind… Notice 
the ‘Print Preview 
the Model’ 
button is now 
enabled (not 

grayed out). 
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This is a ‘Print Preview’ of 
the schedule.  Closer 
inspection reveals that 
one could use $20,400 
per acre – regardless of 
size (with this set of 
data).  This may not be 
true with other data. 
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The X-AXIS is called the CATEGORY AXIS.  This could contain items like square foot ranges, age ranges, ratio ranges, etc. 
 
The Y-AXIS is called the VALUE AXIS.  This typically contains specific value points; could be sale price, assessed values, 
ratios, etc. 
 

 

Value 

Categor


