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Introduction 
 
The Idaho State Tax Commission, in conjunction with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), accepts state 
individual, corporate, S corporate and partnership income tax returns and corresponding forms for tax year 2012 
through the Modernized E-File system (MeF).  The accepted forms are identified in the General Information 
section. 

 
The transmission method will be a Web service using Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) with attachments 
messaging.  The return data will be formatted using Extensible Markup Language (XML).  Authorized e-file 
providers, also known as Electronic Return Originators (EROs), can submit returns to the IRS MeF system for 
federal and state return processing.  State returns can be submitted as a federal return with a state return 
attached, called a “linked” return, or as a state return, known as an “unlinked” submission.  Each return (linked 
or unlinked) must be in a separate submission.  Multiple submissions may be contained in a single message 
payload.  Software developers must test with the Tax Commission before submitting live linked or unlinked 
returns.   

   
Contact Personnel 
 
For the best service, please choose the appropriate contact. 
 
Technical questions about: 
 

 The XML schema 
 The summary of the XML schema 
 Additional detail information of schema elements 
 The Web application 
 The summary of schema changes 

 
 
Contact: Lisa Schroeder – E-File Coordinator 
  (208) 334-7822 
  lisa.schroeder@tax.idaho.gov 
  
          or 
  Steve Thimsen – IT Systems Analyst 
  (208) 334-7569 
  steve.thimsen@tax.idaho.gov 
 
Technical questions about: 

 The Website 
 Testing 
 Missing acknowledgments 

 
 
Contact:  Electronic Data Management Team    

Coordination & Automation Bureau     
Idaho State Tax Commission     
(208) 334-7783      
substituteforms@tax.idaho.gov  
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Income tax questions: 
  
Form/schedule development 
 
Contact: Lisa Schroeder – E-File Coordinator 
  (208) 334-7822 
  lisa.schroeder@tax.idaho.gov 
 
 
 
Legal questions: 
 
Contact: Cynthia Adrian 
  (208) 334-7670 
  Cynthia.Adrian@tax.idaho.gov  
 
 
General questions about: 
 

 Bills or refunds 
 Filing requirements 
 Name and address changes 

 
Contact: Taxpayer Services 

(800) 972-7660 toll free 
(208) 334-7660 local 

  tax.rep@tax.idaho.gov 
 
EFT payment questions: 
 
Contact: Accounting  

(208) 334-7528  
 (208) 334-7596 TAP help line that is always answered 
  eft@tax.idaho.gov 
 

 
Related Web links: 
 

 State of Idaho – www.idaho.gov 
 Idaho State Tax Commission – tax.idaho.gov 
 Software and Forms Developers – tax.idaho.gov/p-taxpros.cfm  
 Electronic payment information – tax.idaho.gov/i-1042.cfm 
 Internal Revenue Service – www.irs.gov 
 Federation of Tax Administrators – www.taxadmin.org 
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Acceptance and Participation 
 

1. Idaho will accept returns electronically from any IRS-approved software provider.  Software providers 
will work in a cooperative partnership effort with the Tax Commission. 

 
2. Software providers must make the following information available to the Tax Commission for 

participation: 
 

 Software developer company name 
 Address 
 EFIN 
 ETIN 
 Primary contact name 
 Secondary contact name 
 Primary/Secondary telephone number 
 Primary/Secondary fax number 
 Primary/Secondary e-mail address 

 
 
Developer’s Responsibilities 
 
Developed software must: 
 

 Adhere to all federal and state procedures, requirements, and specifications.  These requirements are 
specified in IRS Publication 4164, Modernized e-File Guide for Software Developers and Transmitters.  

 
 Successfully complete all testing. 
 
 Be developed according to statutory requirements and Tax Commission return preparation instructions.  

 
 Provide accurate Idaho business and individual tax returns in correct electronic format. 

 
 Provide data validation, verification, and error detection to prevent transmission of incomplete, 

inaccurate, or invalid return information. 
 

 Be available to correct any software errors, which may occur after production begins, and work with the 
Tax Commission to follow up on any processing issues that may arise during filing season.  If software 
providers need to update software, they should do it in a timely manner and then notify all customers. 

 
 

Software Acceptance, Testing, and Approval 
 

1. The testing system is available year round.  The beginning test date for the next year’s processing is 
subject to IRS availability and is subject to change.  Developers will receive notification if the beginning 
test date is different than November.  Testing outside the fed/state system (direct testing with Idaho) 
may be available if necessary. 

 
2. Upon request, the technical questions contact will provide access to the following:  

 
 Spreadsheets of Idaho data elements (combined and by form type). 
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 Idaho specific XML schema. 
 PDF copies of state forms with element reference numbers. 
 

3. Developers should support all schedules, forms, and occurrences that are available for individual, 
corporation, S corporation, and partnership e-filing for 2012.  It’s important that customers are given a 
complete range of services. 

 
4. Developers must include edits and verification based on the business rules provided for each field or 

data element.  The Tax Commission spreadsheet will include information on field type, field format, 
length, the business rule edits, other edits for the field, and whether the field or data element can be 
negative or is recurring.  Developers must closely follow the requirements for each field to ensure 
proper data formatting. 

 
5. Software must not be moved to production until developers receive Tax Commission approval by e-

mail.   
 
 
 
Acknowledgment System 
 

1. The Tax Commission will generate an acknowledgment of acceptance or rejection for all returns received.  
The acknowledgement record will be in a format approved and agreed upon by the IRS, state agencies, 
transmitters, and software developers. 

 
2. Transmitters and software developers should allow one business day to receive the state acknowledgment 

before contacting the Tax Commission.  
 

General Information 
 
Supporting federal returns, schedules, and attachments are required for all electronic returns. 

 
1. The Tax Commission will support e-filing (MeF) of the following forms:  

 Form 40  Idaho Individual Income Tax Return  
 Form 41  Idaho Corporation Income Tax Return  
 Form 41S   Idaho S Corporation Income Tax Return  
 Form 43   Idaho Part-Year Resident and Nonresident Income Tax Return  
 Form 65              Idaho Partnership Return of Income 
 Form 39R            Idaho Supplemental Schedule (Form 40) 
 Form 39NR Idaho Supplemental Schedule (Form 43) 
 Form 42 Idaho Supplemental Schedule for Multistate & Multinational Businesses 
 Form 44  Idaho Business Income Tax Credits and Credit Recapture  
 Form 49  Idaho Investment Tax Credit 
 Form 49C  Idaho Investment Tax Credit Carryover 
 Form 49R  Recapture of Idaho Investment Tax Credit 
 Form 55  Idaho Credit for Qualifying New Employees  
 Form 56  Idaho Net Operating Loss Carryforward/Carryback 
 Form 67  Credit for Idaho Research Activities 
 Form 68  Idaho Broadband Equipment Investment Credit 
 Form 68R  Recapture of Idaho Broadband Equipment Investment Credit 
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 Form 69  Idaho Incentive Investment Tax Credit 
 Form 71  Idaho Biofuel Infrastructure Investment Tax Credit 
 Form 71R  Recapture of Idaho Biofuel Infrastructure Investment Tax Credit  
 Form 72  Idaho Hire One Act Credit 
 Form 75  Idaho Fuels Use Report 
 Form CG  Idaho Capital Gains Deduction 
 Form PTE-12 Idaho Schedule for Nonelecting Owners 
 Form  ID K-1 Partner’s, Shareholder’s or Beneficiary’s Share of Idaho Adjustments, Credits,  

   Etc.  
 ITC Equipment List Idaho Tax Commission Equipment List 

 
2. The Tax Commission will support PDF attachments of the following forms: 

 Form 41A  Supplemental Schedule of Affiliated Entities 
 Form 41ESR Underpayment of Estimated Tax 
 Form 49E  Property Tax Exemption Election Form 
 Form 49ER  Recapture of Qualified Investment Exemption from Property Tax 
 Form 70  Idaho Statement of Credit Transfer 
 Form 75-IMV Idaho Fuels Tax Refund Worksheet - Intrastate Motor Vehicles 
 Form 75-IC  Idaho Fuels Tax Refund Worksheet - IFTA Licensees 
 Form 402  Idaho Individual Apportionment for Multistate Businesses 
 Form 56  Idaho Net Operating Loss Carryforward/Carryback 
 Combined Reporting Spreadsheet 
 Other States Return 

 
3. The Tax Commission will accept the following return types: 

 Fed/State (linked):  An original federal return submitted with one original state return. 
 State only (unlinked):  A state return submitted with a copy of the federal return. 
 Amended return 
 Fiscal return (tax period must match federal filing) 
 Short period return (tax period must match federal filing) 

 
4. Amounts that require a description: 

 Interest and dividends not taxable under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) 
 Taxes measured by net income 
 Interest on U.S. government obligations 
 Nonbusiness income 
 Nonbusiness expense offset 
 Income allocated to Idaho 
 Add-bonus depreciation (e.g. Form 4562) 
 Sub-bonus depreciation (e.g. Form 4562) 
 Other additions 
 Other subtractions 
 Other income 
 Other deductions 

 
5. In general, send data elements only if they contain data values.  You don’t need to send empty data 

elements (i.e., zero financial fields, unused elements, etc.) 
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o Government Code = IDST 
o SubmissionType  

 For Corporate and S corporate = Form41, Form41S 
 For Partnership =  Form65 
 For Individual = Form40, Form43 

o SubmissionCategory  
 For Corporate and S corporate = CORP 
 For Partnership = PART 
 For Individual = IND 

 
 The message must contain a header, a body, and an attachment.  See Modernized E-File Logical ICD 

Model for message layout and message technical specifications. 
 

 EROs and transmitters must be registered with the IRS in order to submit fed/state or state-only 
returns. 

 
 The Tax Commission will produce an acknowledgment of acceptance or rejection for each state 

submission.  The transmitter may retrieve the state’s acknowledgment from the IRS. 
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Appendix A – 2012 Idaho Business and Individual E-File (MeF) Change Log 
 
 

2012 Idaho Business and Individual E-File (MeF) Change Log 
Form or 

Schedule Element Name or Reject Code Nature of Change 

40, 43 MarriedSeperarateSpouseName 
To be used like the Federal Return for Married Filing 
Separate returns 

40, 43 PassThruPaidbyEntity 
Added element for Pass-through income tax Paid by 
the entity. 

43 PrimeResidencyStatus Is now a required field. See  IdahoeFileTypes 

39R, 39NR EnergyEfficency 
Took the place of ResidenceInsulation it is a new 
subtraction. Please see instructions   

39R, 39NR ResidenceInsulation Deleted  

39R, 39NR AltEnergyDevice Type Added description to AltEnergyDevice 

41S, 65 CompositeReturnIndicator 

Added Boolean to identify if the return includes 
nonresident individual partners share of distributable 
Idaho income  to be taxed at the entity level  

41S, 65 ShareholdersNotfile 
Took the place of CompensationOfStockholders. 
Please see instructions 

41S, 65 CompensationOfStockholders Deleted 

44 NewEmployeeCrdt Added 1 element 

55 
Form Idaho Credit For Qualifying 

New Employees 

Added form with modification. Credit can no longer 
be earned, however  previous credit can be 
carryforward and used   

ID-K1 
PTOEntity 

PTOEntityPerson Added elements 

ID-K1 
NewEmployeeCrdt 

DonationTechnicalEquip 
Added 
Moved 

PTE-12 OwnerFilingOption 
Added element to PTE12OwnerType  (see 
PTEFilingOptionType in IdahoeFileTypes) 

CG CapGainDistributiveShare  Added with description to accomidate new lines 5a-e 

CG OtherQualifyingGainOrLoss Deleted 

ITC ITCEquipmentList Schema Added element 

IDeFileTypes PTOEntityType Added efile type 
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IDeFileTypes 

PTOEntityPersonType 
PTOFilingOptionType 

CapitalGainLossPTEType Added efile type 

IDeFileTypes 
CapitalGainLossPTEType 

CapitalGainLossType Changed String50Type to LineExplanationType 

IDeFileTypes FedTax Sec VII Line 4a thru 4f Changed AmountType to Decimal99Typed 
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Appendix B – 2012 Idaho Business and Individual E-File (MeF) Reject Codes 

Reject 
Code Error Message Notes 

0001 Duplicate Submission ID  

0002 Missing copy of federal tax return  

0003 Missing form type indicator (41/41S/ 65/40/43)  

0004  

Return includes a value in both the tax due  
 Form 41, line 57  
 Form 41S, line 63  
 Form 65, line 59 
 Form 40, line 50 
 Form 43, line 69 

 and overpayment  
 Form 41, line 60  
 Form 41S, line 66  
 Form 65, line 62 
 Form 40, line 53 
 Form 43, line 72 

 * If the return is a “zero balance due,” report “0” in the 
tax due field. 
 
 

0007 Duplicate EIN or SSN for the same tax period  
 

Missing electronically filed returns with value in appropriate field: 
 

0200 

Missing W-2 or 1099 with value on 
 Form 40, line 45 or 
 Form 43, line 7 or 64  

0210 
Missing federal Schedule C or CEZ with value on 

 Form 43, line 11  

0220 
Missing federal Form 4797 with value on 

 Form 43, line 13  

0230 
Missing federal Schedule E with value on 

 Form 43, line 16  

0240 
Missing federal Schedule F with value on 

 Form 43, line 17  

0250 

Missing Form 39R or 39NR with value on 
 Form 40, line 8 
 Form 43, column B, line 29  

0260 

Missing Form 39R or 39NR with value on 
 Form 40, line 10 
 Form 43, column B, line 30  

   

0270 

Missing federal Schedule A with value on 
 Form 40, line 13 
 Form 43, line 33  

0280 

Missing federal Schedule A with value on 
 Form 40, line 14 
 Form 43, line 34  

0290 

Missing Form 39R or 39NR with value on 
 Form 40, line 22 
 Form 43, line 43  

0340 

Missing Form 39R or 39NR with value on 
 Form 40, line 43 
 Form 43, line 62  
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0500 

Missing Idaho Form CG with value on 
 Form 39R, Part B, line 10 
 Form 39NR, Part B, line 6  

1000 

Missing Form 42 with value less than 100% on  
 Form 41, line 33  
 Form 41S, line 37 
 Form 65, line 35  

0050 

Missing Form 44 with value on  
 Form 41, line 41 or 45 
 Form 41S, line 46 or 51 
 Form 65, line 44 or 48 
 Form 40, line 24 or 29 
 Form 43, line 45 or 49  

0060 

Missing Form 75 with value on  
 Form 41, line 46 or 54 
 Form 41S, line 52 or 60 
 Form 65, line 49 or 56 
 Form 40, line 27 or 44 
 Form 43, line 47 or 63  

0600 
Missing Form 49 with value on  

 Form 44, Part I, line 1, Column A  

0710 
Missing Form 49R with value on  

 Form 44, Part II, line 1  

0610 
Missing Form 55 with value on  

 Form 44, Part I, line 4, Column A  

0620 

Missing Form 67 with value on  
 Form 44, Part I, line 5, Column A or Column 

B  

0630 

Missing Form 68 with value on  
 Form 44, Part I, line 6, Column A or Column 

B  

0640 

Missing Form 69 with value on  
 Form 44, Part I, line 7, Column A or Column 

B  

0720 
Missing Form 68R with value on  

 Form 44, Part II, line 2  

 
1200 

Missing Form 71 with value on  
 Form 44, Part I, line 11 Column A or 

Column B  

1210 
Missing Form 71R with value on  

 Form 44, Part II, line 6  

1260 

Missing Form 72 with value on 
Form 41, line 55 
Form 41S, line 61 
Form 65, line 57 
Form 66, line 26 
Form 40, line 48 
Form 43, line 67  

1270 Missing PTE-12  

1280 

Missing Form ID-K1 with value on 
Form 40 line 47 
Form 43 line 66  
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Missing binary attachments with value in 
appropriate field: PDF Attachment 

1020 

Form 49E with value on  
 Form 41, line 9 
 Form 41S, line 12 
 Form 65, line 10 

Form_49E_01 

1030 

Form 49ER with value on  
 Form 41, line 48 
 Form 41S, line 54 
 Form 65, line 51 
 Form 40, line 30 
 Form 43, line 50 

Form_49ER_01 
 
 

1050 
Form 75-IMV with value on  

 Form 75, Section III, line 4,6, or 14 

Form_75IMV_01 
 

1060 
Form 75-IC with value on  

 Form 75, Section III, line 5 or 13 

Form_75IC_01 
 

1070 

Form 41ESR with value on  
 Form 41, line 50 
 Form 41S, line 56 

Form_41ESR_01 

1160 

Combined reporting spreadsheet with value and 
Form 41A Supplemental Schedule Of Affiliated 
Entities 

 Form 41, line 7 

Form_41A_01 and  
Comb_Report_Sheet_0001 

1240 
Investment tax credit  

 Form 49, line Part I Line 1 
 ITC equipment data  or   Misc_Stmt_01 

Missing description element within EntityDetailType with value in appropriate field: 

1110 

Interest on U.S. Government obligations statement 
with value on 

 Form 41, line 21  
 Form 41S, line 25 
 Form 65, line 23 

 

1120 

Nonbusiness income statement with value on 
 Form 41, line 25  
 Form 41S, line 29 
 Form 65, line 27 

 

1130 

Nonbusiness expense statement with value on  
 Form 41, line 26 
 Form 41S, line 30 
 Form 65, line 28 

 

1150 

Income allocated to Idaho statement with value on 
 Form 41, line 35 
 Form 41S, line 39 
 Form 65, line 37 
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Appendix C – 2012 Business and Individual E-File (MeF) Forms and Schedules 

        

  

  

  

----------  Xref ------------ 

  

  

FORM E-File PDF PDF Description 
Form 

40 
Form 

43 
Form 
39R 

Form 
39NR 

Form 
41 

Form 
41S 

Form 
65 

Form 
44 

Form 
75 

Reject 
Code 

Form 40 – Individual Resident 
Return X                         
Form 43 – Individual 
Nonresident/Part Year Resident 
Return X                         

Form 41 - Corporate Return X                         

Form 41S - S Corp Return X                         

Form 65 – Partnership Return X                         

Form 39R – Supplemental 
Schedule for Form 40 X     

Ln 8, 
10, 
22,43,                 

0250, 
0260, 
0290, 
0340 

Form 39NR – Supplemental 
Schedule for Form 43 X       

Col B, 
Lns 
29,30, 
Lns 
43, 62               

0250, 
0260, 
0290, 
0340 

Form 42 - Multistate / 
Multinational X             

Ln 
8,17 
,29 33 Ln 37 Ln 35     1000 

Form 44 - Credits and 
Recapture X     

Ln 
24,29  

Ln 45, 
,49     

Ln 
41,45 

Ln 
46,51

 Ln 
44,48     50 

Form 49 - Investment Tax 
Credit X                   

Part 
I,Ln1, 
Col A   600 

Form 49E - Property Tax 
Exemption   X Form_49E_01         Ln 9  

Ln 
12 Ln 10     1020 
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Form 49ER - Property Tax 
Recapture   X Form_49ER_01         Ln 48 Ln 54 Ln 51     1030 
Form 49R - Investment Tax 
Credit Recapture X                   

Part 
II,Ln1   710 

Form 56  - Net Operating Loss X         

PartB
Ln1a 
or 1b 

PartB 
Ln1a or 
1b 

 Ln 
36a, 
36b         No 

Form 67 - Research Activity 
Credit X                   

Part I 
Ln 5, 
ColA, 
Col B   620 

Form 68 - Broadband 
Equipment Credit X                   

Part I 
Ln 6, 
ColA, 
Col B   630 

Form 68R - Broadband 
Equipment Recapture X                   

Part II 
Ln 2   720 

Form 69 - Incentive Investment 
Tax Credit X                   

Part I, 
Ln 7, 
ColA, 
Col B   640 

Form 71 – Biofuel Infrastructure 
Investment Tax Credit X               Ln 12   

Part I, 
Ln11, 
ColA, 
Col B   1200 

Form 71R – Biofuel 
Infrastructure Investment Tax 
Credit Recapture X                   

Part II 
Ln 6    1210 

Form 70 - Statement of Credit 
Transfer   X Form_70_01                   No 
Form 72 - Hire One Act Credit X     Ln 48 Ln 67     Ln 55 Ln 61 Ln 57     1260 

Form 75 - Fuels Use Report X     
Ln 
27,44 

Ln 
47,63     

Ln 
46,54 

Ln 
52,60

 Ln 
    60 49,56 

Form 75-IMV - Interstate Motor 
Vehicle   X Form_75IMV_01                 

Part III, 
Ln 4, 
6,14 1050 

Form 75-IC - IFTA Carrier   X Form_75IC_01                 

Part III, 
Ln 5, 
13 1060 

Form 14 - Idaho Water's Edge 
Election and Consent Form    X Form_14_01         Ln 8a,         No 
Form 41ESR   X Form_41ESR_01         Ln 50 Ln 56       1070 
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Form W-2 and/or 1099 X     Ln 45 
Ln 
7,64               200 

Form CG – Capital Gain 
Deduction X         Ln 10 

PartB, 
Ln6           500 

Form PTE-12 X               Ln 1 Ln 1     1270 

Form ID-K1 X Ln 47 Ln 66 1280 

Federal Schedule A X     
Ln 
13,14 

Ln 
33,34               

0270, 
0280 

Federal Form 2241 X                         

Federal Schedule C X       Ln 11               210 

Federal Form 4797 X       Ln 13               220 

Federal Schedule E X       Ln 16               230 

Federal Schedule F X       Ln 17               240 
Other Attachments (not 
forms)                           

Combined Reporting 
Spreadsheet   X 

Comb_Report_Sh
eet_0001  

        Ln 7         1160 and Form_41A_01 

Miscellaneous Statements   X Miscellaneous_01                   No 

ITC Equipment List   X 

ITCEquipmentList 
Schema 

              

(Form49
) Part I, 
Ln 1   

1240 
600 Misc_Stmt_01 

Other States Returns  X 
OtherState_Retur
n_01           

Form 402 - Individual 
Apportionment for Multistate 
Businesses   X Form_402_01                 No 

EntityDetailType must 
include Description element                           

Interest and dividends not 
taxable under IRS               Ln 12 Ln 20  Ln17     No 

Taxes measured by net income               Ln 13 Ln 21  Ln18     No 
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Other Additions           
PartA 
Ln 6 

PartA 
Ln 4 Ln 17 Ln 22  Ln20     No 

Interest on US Govt obligations               Ln 21 Ln 25  Ln23     1110 

Nonbusiness income               Ln 25 Ln 29  Ln27     1120 
Nonbusiness expense offset               Ln 26 Ln 30  Ln28     1130 

Add Bonus depreciation (e.g. 
Form 4562)           

Part A 
Ln 5 

Part A 
Ln 3 Ln 16 Ln 17 Ln 19     No 

Sub Bonus depreciation (e.g. 
Form 4562)           

PartB 
Ln 21 

PartB 
Ln24B Ln 28 Ln 32  Ln30     No 

Other Subtractions           
PartB 
Ln 22 

PartB 
Ln25B Ln 29 Ln 33  Ln31     No 

Income Allocated to Idaho               Ln 35 Ln 39  Ln37     1150 

Other Income         Ln 19               No 

Other Deductions         Ln 25               No 
                          

* PDF Description includes "_01" or "_0001."  01 = 01 - 99 and 0001 = 01 - 9999 for each occurrence of the form within the same filing. 
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Appendix D – Income Tax Rate Schedule for 2012 
 
  

SINGLE 

At Least 
Less 
than Tax Rate 

1 1,380 0.00 plus 1.6% of the amount over 0
1,380 2,760 22.08 plus 3.6% of the amount over 1,380
2,760 4,140 71.76 plus 4.1% of the amount over 2,760
4,140 5,520 128.34 plus 5.1% of the amount over 4,140
5,520 6,900 198.72 plus 6.1% of the amount over 5,520
6,900 10,350 282.90 plus 7.1% of the amount over 6,900

10,350 527.85 plus 7.4% of the amount over 10,350

MARRIED 

At Least 
Less 
than Tax Rate 

1 2,760 0.00 plus 1.6% of the amount over 0
2,760 5,520 44.16 plus 3.6% of the amount over 2,760
5,520 8,280 143.52 plus 4.1% of the amount over 5,520
8,280 11,040 256.68 plus 5.1% of the amount over 8,280

11,040 13,800 397.44 plus 6.1% of the amount over 11,040
13,800 20,700 565.80 plus 7.1% of the amount over 13,800
20,700 1,055.70 plus 7.4% of the amount over 20,700
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Optical Character Recognition (OCR) Specifications 
 
Paper Specifications 
1.    Width   -                          8 1/2" 
 
2.    Height  -                          3 2/3"  (Coupons) 
  
                    -                          11"     (Standard Size Forms) 
 
3.    Perforation Type -           Standard Perf 
 
4.    Weight -                           24# 
 
5.    Color   -                           White (black ink) 
 
6.    Paper must contain properties that will allow data to be read by optical character recognition equipment. 

Such properties are gloss, porosity, reflectance and smoothness. 
 
7.    The dirt (dirt, specks, wood pulp, or foreign marks) shall not exceed 150 marks per 1,000 square inches. 
 
8.    Opacity - Paper with opacity of greater than 85% is preferable. 
 
 

OCR Scan Line Data Fields 
 
THE OCR SCAN LINE MUST BE OCR-A 10 PITCH - 10 CHARACTERS PER INCH -FIXED PRINT. 
 
Our taxpayer for sample purposes is:  Taxpayer Inc 
 
1.      Business EIN or Prime SSN           9 digits  (518010001) 
             
2.      Spouse SSN or blank for business          9 digits  (519000001) 
 
3.      Name Control  (first 4 letters of the last name)  4 characters  (TAXP) 
 
4.      Tax Code     2 digits  (BIT: 05, IIT:  01) 
 
5.      Tax Period (month & year)     4 digits  (1211) 
 
6.      Filing Cycle Code      1 character  (A) 
 
7.      Transaction Code       2 digits   (95 if payment is made with an original 

return) 
         (72 if payment is made with an 

amended return)  
 
8.       Check Digit   1 digit  (9) 
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Check Digit Validation 

 
                                                                               
The calculation for the check digit is Modulus 10 Luhns Sum of Digits.  It can be found in the scan line of all of 
the OCR scanable income tax returns.  The check digit is found in position 39 of the scan line.  The calculation 
to validate the check digit is performed on positions 1 through 38 of the scan line.  The spaces separating two 
fields are not included in the calculations. 
 
 
Numbers 0-9 are equal to their face value. 
 
Numbers 10 and above are equal to the sum of their two digits. 
Example:  10 = 1+0 = 1 
                  14 = 1+4 = 5 
                  18 = 1+8 = 9 
 
The letters of the alphabet are valued as follows: 
 
A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I   J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z 
1   2  3   4   5   6   7   8  9  1  2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  2  3   4   5   6    7  8   9 
 
 
AMPERSAND (&) = 0, DASH (-) = 0, AND BLANK SPACES = 0 
 
 
SCANLINE POSITIONS =  123456789012345678901234567890123456789 
 
 
EXAMPLE SCANLINE   =   518010001 000000000 TAXP 05 1208 A 95 0 
  
 
WEIGHTING FACTOR   =  121212121 212121212 1212 12 1212 1 21 C 
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Check digit validation calculations are done as follows: 
 
5       x 1= 5 
1       x 2= 2 
8       x 1= 8  
0       x 2= 0 
1       x 1= 1 
0       x 2= 0 
0       x 1= 0 
0       x 2= 0 
1       x 1= 1 
0       x 2= 0  
0       x 1= 0 
0       x 2= 0 
0       x 1= 0 
0       x 2= 0 
0       x 1= 0 
0       x 2= 0 
0       x 1= 0 
0       x 2= 0 
3 (T) x 1= 3 
1 (A) x 2= 2 
7 (X) x 1= 7 
7 (P) x 2= 14  1 + 4 = 5 
0       x 1= 0 
5       x 2= 10 1 + 0 = 1 
1       x 1= 1 
2       x 2= 4 
0       x 1= 0 
7       x 2= 14  1 + 4 = 5 
1 (A) x 1= 1 
9       x 2= 18  1 + 8 = 9 
5       x 1= 5        
        
TOTAL        60 
 
1.  Sum of the digits.  The sum in this example equals 60. 
 
2.  Divide the sum by 10.  60/10 = 6 with a remainder of 0. 
 
3.  Subtract the remainder from 10.  10 - 0 = 10. 
 
4.  The check digit equals 0. 
 
 
Note:            The "C" used in the example of weighting factor on the previous page designates the location of 

the check digit.  It has no other purpose. 
 
Note:            If the remainder is equal to zero, the check digit is 0. 
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Name Control Guidelines 

 
 
Name control must be the first four letters and/or characters of the last name.  Do not include spaces.  Do not 
include any punctuation with the exception of the ampersand (&), and the hyphen (-).  If the legal business 
name includes the first word “The”, go to the next word to begin the four-letter name control (example shown 
below).  If the name control is less than four letters, use the following examples to help you. 
 
Business Name Control Samples 
 
ABC    The name control would be ABC  (Space at the end after the “C”) 
987654321 000456321 ABC  05 1212 A 95 8 
 
AB C   The name control would also be ABC    (Remove spaces in the middle and compact the letters.  Space 
is at the end) 
987654321 000456321 ABC  05 1212 A 95 8 
 
A+B, Inc:    The name control would be ABIN (Remove the "+" and the comma) 
987654321 000456321 ABIN 05 1212 A 95 1 
 
A/B/C   The name control would be ABC     (Remove the “/”s and compact the letters.  Space after “C”) 
987654321 000456321 ABC  05 1212 A 95 8 
 
A/B/C Company    The name control would be ABCC (Remove the “/”s and compact the letters) 
987654321 000456321 ABCC 05 1212 A 95 2 
 
John Doe Inc. (Business): The name control would be JOHN 
987654321 000456321 JOHN 05 1212 A 95 3 
 
The ABC Company:    The name control would be ABCC   (Disregard “The” as part of the name control) 
987654321 000456321 ABCC 05 1212 A 95 2 
 
Spaces are placed only at the end of a name control.  If the legal business name contains characters other than & 
(ampersand) or – (hyphen), remove them from the name control and collapse the letters.  
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