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UPPER FLOOR DEFINITIONS 

Upper Floor Definitions 
The rate per square foot of a residential dwelling upper floor will vary greatly depending on how it is 
defined. Choices include attic, loft, and one-half, three-quarters or full story. 

The following table shows the base rates used by ProVal to calculate each upper floor type for a 
Good Grade home, using the 3306 tables. As you can see, there is a significant difference in base 
rates from one type to another. The rate for finish is the same per square foot for full, ¾ and ½ 
stories, and less for attics and lofts. 

 

 
 SQ FEET
 1,000 
FULL UPPER STORY   

Base Rate (Frame)  $   45.20  
Finish Rate  $   22.55  

3/4 STORY   
Base Rate (Frame)  $   15.87  
Finish Rate  $   22.55  

1/2 STORY   
Base Rate (Frame)  $    9.09  
Finish Rate  $   22.55  

ATTIC   
Base Rate (Frame)  $    5.03  
Finish Rate  $   15.69  

LOFT   
Base Rate (Frame)  $    5.32  
Finish Rate  $   12.00  
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Three-Quarter Story  

Modern “Saltbox” Style      
 ¾ Full Height wall on one side 

¾ ½ Story style on other side 
o Usually has dormers on ½ Story side 
o High pitch roof on ½ Story side 

¾ Designed for living space 
¾ Nearly always finished 

Old Style “Farmhouse” Type       
¾ 4-5 foot walls on both sides 
¾ Windows split by the roof line 
¾ Designed for living space 
¾ Nearly always finished 

One-Half Story 

¾ Higher roof pitch 
 ¾ Usually with dormers 

¾ End windows 
¾ Good stairway 
¾ Designed for living space 
¾ Sometimes not finished 

Attic 

A low story above the main story or stories; all the rooms immediately below the roof. 

¾ Lower pitch roof 
 ¾ No dormers 

¾ End windows 
¾ Narrow permanent stairway 
¾ Originally designed for storage 

Loft 

An open space at the top of a house just below roof; often used for storage. 

¾ Open space without partitions 
¾ One end or side open (railing) to lower story 
¾ May have dormers or end windows 
¾ Designed for living space 
¾ Nearly always finished 

In general, a loft would be used when the upper floor is a wide open space, with no partitioning. If 
there is more than one space (family room and bathroom, for example) you should choose either a 
½, ¾ or full story. 

 

 

 

 

Idaho State Tax Commission CAMA GUIDE  
County Support Division Revised 07/28/2003 Page UF-2 



The value of a loft will display on the pricing screen in ProVal differently than an attic or upper 
floor (full or partial). The following pricing screen example shows an attic (A) value. You can also 
see where a loft (B) value would be displayed. 
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